
Visit the Indian Hill Observatory  Observe 
with the Stokes 16” Telescope  Attend 
Monthly Education Programs  Understand 
Light Pollution  Attend  Public Star Parties

CVAS, located in the dark skies of Geauga 
County, Ohio, was founded in 1963 to in-
crease the astronomical knowledge and 
technique of our members and to provide 
public service in our community.

www.chagrinvalleyastronomy.org

www.chagrinvalleyastronomy.org
Please visit us on the web to discover a 
map to our observatory site, the latest 
news, fun facts, Star Parties on the Calen-
dar of Events, astrophotography, interest-
ing links, and the time and place of CVAS 
winter meetings.

Finding Indian Hill Observatory
Indian Hill Observatory is open for public 
viewing most clear nights around New 
Moon, as long as a member is present.  Call 
440-636-5789 to see if the observatory is 
open.

Joining CVAS
Membership is open to anyone, 12 years of 
age or older, with an interest in astronomy.  
Dues are $48 per year for adults and $24 per 
year for junior members 16 and under.

PO Box 11 Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44022
CVAS is a 501(c)(3) exempt, non-profit organization
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Public “star parties” are held throughout the 
year with area park districts, local 
schools and public groups, and 
at Indian Hill as well.

Come On Out and See 
the Universe!
You are invited to attend our 
monthly  business meetings.  

You don’t need a telescope, just bring your 
enthusiasm.

SUMMER MEETINGS - May through October

Where: Indian Hill Observatory
   15735 Huntley Road
   Huntsburg, OH 44046

When:  First Saturday of the month

Time:  8:00 PM May through August / 
7:30 PM in September / 7:00 PM in October

WINTER MEETINGS - November through April

Winter meetings are held offsite.  Please visit 
our website for the latest schedule.

And the Planets, and the Moon, and 
Galaxies...
When you look to the heavens, what do you 
see?  Lots of stars, if you’re lucky.  But have 
you ever wondered how to learn more 
about the night sky?

The Chagrin Valley Astronomical Society 
(CVAS) was founded in 1963 for 
the purpose of increasing the 
astronomical knowledge of our 
members and the public.   Club 
activities include observing ce-
lestial objects, telescope mak-
ing, research, public education 
in astronomy and more.

We are also concerned with the preservation 
of dark night skies for both astronomers and 
the general public.  The club 
has an observatory (Indian 
Hill Observatory) located in 
Huntsburg Township that 
houses two observatories with 
roll-off roofs, a domed observatory, 
Internet access, and five telescopes: a 

6”, 10”, two 12” and a 
16” reflector.  Many 
members have their 
own telescopes, too, 
ranging in size from 
2” to 22”.

The Chagrin Valley Astronomical Society
Invites You to Spend an Evening with the Stars....

A Few Words About Light Pollution
During the last 50 years, an excess of outdoor light-
ing has become common, creating the phenome-
non of “light pollution.”  Much of this unnecessary 
glare and light “trespass” is created by poorly de-
signed lighting.

Due to the sheer number and intensity of outdoor 
lights, the nighttime skies around most cities have 
become veiled by the glow of a man-made “twi-
light.”  And Northeast Ohio is no exception.  Look 
around the sky on most nights and you’ll see a tell-
tale pink or white glow on the horizon.  As a result, 
we see less and less of the night sky.

So why should we care?  Light pollution interferes 
with stargazing, wastes electricity, and disrupts 
wildlife.

What Can You Do About Light Pollution?
Always use sky-friendly lighting fixtures.  Make sure 
your light fixtures direct light downward and not 
sideways.  These types of fixtures are called “full-
cutoff,” and most lighting stores carry them if you 
ask.  Any light not striking the ground is wasted.  In 
fact, 62% of light pollution is totally unnecessary 
because it is caused by directly radiated light 
rather than reflected light.

Use security lights that have motion detectors.  
This assures that your outdoor lights are only on 
when you need them.  Motion detectors can also 
be a more effective security feature with the added 
benefit of reducing your electric bill.

Finally, tell your city council person or township 
trustee that you would like to eliminate the glare 
from poorly designed lighting in your community.  
They have the power to do it thought ordinance or 
zoning requirements, something many communi-
ties have already done.

For additional information about light pollution 
and better lighting alternatives, visit the website of 
the International Dark-Sky Association (IDA.)

www.darksky.org


